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4.  Waste (e.g., ash) generated by combustion of fossil fuel.

5.  Samples collected for the purpose of testing to determine char-
acteristics or composition.

261.5.  Small Quantity Generator Exemption.*

1.  If a generator produces, in a calendar month, less than 1000 kg
of hazardous waste, that waste is not subject to the regulations
under Parts 262-265 or to the notification requirements. The
generator is responsible for determining whether a waste is an
EPA-regulated hazardous waste (262.11). Note that this ex-
emption could apply in one month and not in another. In the
original publication of the EPA RCRA regulations in 1980, EPA
stated its intention to lower the 1000-kg limit for this exemption
to 100 kg in 2-5 years.

Legislation to mandate this reduction, or to eliminate the ex-
emption altogether, was introduced but not passed in the 1982
Congress. Laboratories that utilize this exemption should be
alert for future amendments that may change the exemption
level.

2.  Small quantity generators are allowed indefinite and unregulated
storage of up to 1000 kg of hazardous waste. However, if or
when the 1000-kg limit is exceeded, the wastes become subject
to full regulation, and the generator must then ship them off site
within 90 days or obtain a storage permit.

3.  Acutely hazardous waste [261.33(e)] generated in excess of 1 kg
in a calendar month, or accumulated in excess of 1 kg, is subject
to full regulation.

4.  Hazardous waste that qualifies for the small quantity exemption
must be treated or disposed of on site, or delivered by approved
transport, with appropriate recordkeeping, to a disposal facility
that is authorized by EPA or the state.

5.  Hazardous waste that is exempt under this section remains ex-
empt even if it is mixed with nonhazardous waste and the re-
sulting mixture exceeds the quantity limit.

261.6.  Special Requirements for Hazardous Waste That is Used,
Reused, Recycled, or Reclaimed.

Hazardous waste, except sludges and wastes listed in Subpart D,

The EPA is undertaking (1983) an analysis of alternative methods for regulating small
quantity generators under RCRA. The analysis of small quantity generators will cover
quantities of waste generated, current waste management practices (including treatment,
use/reuse, recycling, and recovery practices), and waste management costs. The study is
projected to require 2 years.